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Quite often one sees them below the hills. Sometimes we clearly
see puffs of steam going up and mingling with the clouds. The
large rivers flowing down the ghats seem to be running a race with
the train. I have not seen such a sight anywhere else in the world.
I have seen a number of them in Africa, England and other places,
but I do not think there is any which could be compared with
this,
Our destination was Silchar. It has a very heavy rainfall, no
less than two hundred inches. Hence the humidity here is extre-
me. Wherever one looks, one finds pools of water. Silchar is at
the foot of the hills. So we found the heat there to be oppressive.
But the people's love was such that thousands had collected in
the maidan despite the rain. At every place, the gift consisted of
an address always inscribed on khadi. The days of ostentatious ad-
dresses are over. I was afraid that people in these parts would
insist on English, but did not find that they did anywhere. People
have grown so used to Hindustani that even in Bengal anyone
speaking in English would feel embarrassed. In Silchar, we stayed
with a gentleman called Babu Kaminikumar Chanda. Before the
days of non-co-operation, he was a member of the Imperial Council
and practised as a lawyer. He has now boycotted the legislature,
given up practice and is working for non-co-operation. His wife
and daughters have taken up spinning. The spinning-wheels which
I saw were rather inconvenient to work. They were small-sized
and none too strong, with a very small plank. They could produce
very little yarn. Even so, the spinning-wheel has taken its place
in the national schools and elsewhere.
After spending a day in Silchar, we went on to Sylhet,
There, Muslims form about fifty-five per cent of the population.
There is relatively little awakening among them here in these
parts. It is because of this that only Rs. 216 were collected for the
Khilafat and Smyrna Funds despite this large percentage of Mus-
lims* The entire burden of the work is borne by a Muslim lawyer of
Sylhet, named Maulvi Mahomed Abdulla. Thanks to his efforts,
a school for weaving has been functioning. Incidental to this, some
carpentry work is being done and spinning-wheels and looms are
being made. This enterprising spirit has developed after the starting
of non-co-operation. The meeting in Sylhet was convened in an
Idgatt. Mahomed Ali said that he had not seen anywhere else an
Idgah as beautiful as this. It is located on the most beautiful hill
in Sylhet, About five thousand people can be accommodated on
1 Mosque